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Starting the Application Process

Components of a College Application Package

Completed Application Form High School Transcript

SAT/ACT score reports 2 letters of recommendation

Personal statement/supplemental essays

Resume Application Fee

Financial Aid Information (FAFSA) Meningitis immunization record

*Not all Colleges Require a Letter of Recommendation 
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Do What You Are

Do What You Are Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2vE-JA5kUg


Super Match

Super Match Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uU6Xus0DAw


An Overview 

Of Application Platforms:

Apply Texas

Common Application

Coalition Application

University Admissions Representatives



D'Ann Franklin- Stratford HS (Apply Texas)

Gail Robinson-Trinity (Common App)

Maria Elena Ornelas- Vanderbilt (Coalition Application)



Apply Texas
Let’s begin in Naviance 

It’s easy to launch from there!









Timelines for Completed Application

● It is the student’s responsibility to know the deadlines for each of the schools 

to which they are applying

● Deadlines are FIRM - no budging

● Materials needed by institution by this date:

Application SAT/ACT scores

Transcript Essays

Letters of Recommendation Resume (expanded)

Any supplemental information



Writing a Personal Statement/Essay

College Board Tips for crafting essays/Personal Statements

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/8-tips-for-crafting-your-best-

college-essay

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/8-tips-for-crafting-your-best-college-essay


Importance Of A Resume’

● Because admission to college is so highly selective today due to the 

marked increase of students applying for the limited open slots, it is 

imperative that you find a way to stand apart from all of the other 

applicants. 

● A high school résumé can help do that for you! It is one of the most 

important marketing tools that you can use in selling yourself. 

● Essentially your résumé provides a snapshot picture of the "REAL" you: 

your interests, passions, achievements, and contributions BOTH in and 

out of the classroom.



Expanded Resumes

http://diversity.utexas.edu/schoolpartnerships/wp-

content/uploads/2013/06/Expanded-Resume.pdf

http://diversity.utexas.edu/schoolpartnerships/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Expanded-Resume.pdf


Letters of Recommendation: What is the next step?

Getting the Best Letters of Recommendation

First, Find Out What the College Requires

Then Zero In On Teachers and Staff Who Know You Well

Give Your Recommenders Info and Materials They Need—and Plenty of Time 

· Tell them how to submit their recommendation.

· Supply them with a copy of your transcript

· Follow up a week before the letters are due

Be Careful About Sending Extra Recommendations



Application Supplements

Note:  Admissions Committees give greatest weight to documents that are 

REQUIRED; Focus your energy first on those elements of the application

● Supplements are additional ways to show yourself to institutions

● College Specific Essays gauge a student’s demonstrated interest

● Give student an opportunity to show how he/she will contribute

● May need supplements for specialized majors, particularly arts:

Visual Arts portfolios Dance Architecture

Theater Film

● May use Coalition Locker or

● ZeeMe as platforms for supplements



Use of Platforms for Supplemental Info

1.ZeeMe

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmovZH_23HE

2.  Coalition Locker

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/how.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmovZH_23HE
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/how.html


Requesting A Transcript

1. Put college into “colleges I’m applying to” in Naviance & request 

transcript

2. Fill out half-page transcript request form

● One form required for each school to which you apply

● If you are applying to 5 schools, you will need 5 transcript request 

forms.

3.  If under 18, have parent sign as well as student.

4. Turn these into Mr. Rutland’s office (main office, front of school).

5.  Transcript can be sent through Naviance, mailed, or submitted 

online through the school’s portal





College Visits 

Process and Policies For College Visits

● 2 days may be used during senior year for college visitation.

● Per TEA, no visits will be approved during the 1st or last 6 weeks period.

The Approval Process for a College Visit

1. Prior to visit, parent sends Mrs. Johnson and email requesting dates for visit.

2. Student picks up form in Grade Level office.

3. Following visitation, student brings form signed by college back to  

attendance. 



Naviance T-2-4 Tools

Researching Careers in Naviance

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqLhJBA5Le4


Road Trip Nation

Provided through College Board together with Naviance.

Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVQvscmxvA0


Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEnLIOd1GZ0&t=39s

