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D’Ann Franklin



Welcome & Thank you

Welcome to Class of 2018 & Parents/Guardians/Families

Thank you to:

PTSA

Chick-fil-A

Gary Greene Realtors T&C

Stratford Counseling Team

SBISD Student Support Services

Stratford Campus Teachers & Staff Volunteers



Introducing Your Senior Year Staff

● Senior Principal, Valerie Johnson

● Registrar, Gene Rutland

● Counselor, Carrie Campbell-Bishop   A-D

● Counselor, Jim Herrington                  E-K

● Counselor, Crystal Arrington               L-Q

● Counselor, Susie Velis                        R-Z

● Student Services Counselor,

Lynn Hollister, Clinic

● Post-Secondary Counselor, 

D’Ann Franklin, College & Career             

Center (Room 224) 



CSI: Purpose & Goals

● The SBISD T-2-4 (M) commitment ensures EVERY student graduates from high 

school with a PLAN for their future studies and/or career

● T-2-4 (M) ensures EVERY student chooses their “best-fit” plan

“T”- Technical Training/Certificate

“2”- 2-year College

“4”- 4-year University/College

“M”- Military Training/Education

● Information and Tools at CSI this week will have a strong focus on the 2 and 4-year 

options



Monday



Senior T-2-4-M Timeline

D’Ann Franklin





The Journey is Yours to Begin!

● Your Tour Guides are your Counselors and Parents

● Naviance is your GPS:  You put in locations, it points out best 

routes

● Your Passport is your application:  it gets the door opened for 

you

● Your Destination is your college/career goal!



Senior T-2-4-M Timeline

June & July

○ Research & Visit Prospective 

Colleges/Universities

○ Begin making a balanced list: Safety, 

Target, Reach

○ Take SAT and/or ACT (SAT II if applicable)

○ Create Common Application account (if 

applicable)

○ Work on resume, essays

○ Begin asking teachers for Letters of 

Recommendation (if needed for 

applications or scholarships)

○ Make note of SAT, ACT, SAT II 

Registration Deadlines corresponding to 

application deadlines

August

○ Check Priority & Application deadlines 

for schools

○ August 1st Application sites open -

begin completing & submitting

○ Request transcripts from Mr. Rutland

○ Take SAT/SAT II

○ Create FAFSA FSA ID

September

○ Collect info for FAFSA & attend info 

sessions

○ Take ACT

October

○ FAFSA on the web & paper TASFA 

available October 1st



Senior T-2-4-M Timeline

October Cont’

○ Meet Oct. 15 priority application deadlines

○ Take SAT/ACT

November

○ Complete merit scholarship information for 

colleges

○ Meet Nov. 1/Nov. 15 deadlines for 

applications

○ Complete FAFSA verification (if necessary)

○ Take SAT

December

○ Take ACT

○ Meet Dec. 1/Dec. 15 deadlines for 

applications

January

○ Schedule interviews

○ Continue Applications

○ Submit scholarships

February- April

○ Research financial aid award letters

○ Submit scholarships

○ Secure housing

○ Review Financial Aid award letters

May

○ May 1 acceptance deadlines

○ Graduation!

*calendar not inclusive of all possible checklist items; 

always check sites for where you’re applying*



T-2-4-M Tips for Success

Give yourself options- apply to more than 1 college/university; keep your list 

“balanced”

Start early, stay ahead- don’t make your emergency another’s urgency (you’re 

not your counselor’s or teacher’s only senior in the T-2-4 process)

List achievement & accolades since 9th grade- this will make your resume 

easier to write

Discuss & Prepare for Financial Aid- don’t not apply because of the “price 

tag”- wait on financial aid packages

Know testing deadlines and the latest you can test to meet deadlines



General Tips for Success

Get & Stay Organized- establish systems that work for you and help you stay on 

track; ask others who are organized for tips about good systems

Create a calendar or buy a planner for tracking to-do lists & deadlines

Keep a file (paper or electronic- maybe Google drive) for each college/university, 

scholarship, etc.

Clean-up email inbox & create folders (make a new email address for the T-2-

4 process if needed)

DUE DATES, DUE DATES, DUES DATES!! Deadlines are NOT flexible!



T-2-4-M at SHS

Carrie Campbell Bishop & James Herrington



The T-2-4-M Experience at SHS

What To Expect

-Assigned an Academic Counselor by Alpha Letter of Last Name

-Access to Mrs. Franklin in the College Office and Ms. Hollister in Clinic Area

-All 4 Academic Counselors in same office area on 2nd floor

-Communications through Skyward and on shs-spartans.com website

-Meeting with each Senior student at the beginning of the school year

-Commitment of working together



The T-2-4-M Experience at SHS

More info to come about updated processes in working with your counselor 

and Ms. Franklin for T-2-4, but in a nutshell:

● Place your schools in Naviance under “colleges I’m applying to”

● Request transcripts in Naviance & from Mr. Rutland

● Complete your application on Apply Texas or Coalition Application Sites

● Match your Common Application with your Naviance account (if applicable)

● Request letters of recommendation from Teachers through Naviance

● Send SAT/ACT Scores from College Board and/or ACT

● Complete FAFSA & list schools that should receive a copy- list Texas schools first 

(or complete the TASFA & mail to schools)



Unpacking “Best-Fit”

Erika Scott



“Best-Fit” Defined

● The T-2-4 path that best meets the needs, interests, and intended academic 

and career investments of the student

● The college/university that best matches the student’s academic profile making 

him/her “competitive” for admission and also matches their future aspirations 

and current needs:

○ Financial Affordability

○ Campus size

○ Location

○ Institution type

○ Classroom size

○ Academic areas of study

○ Support systems



Admission Considerations
Grades and Academic
Performance

Strength of Curriculum

SAT/ACT Scores

Personal Statement and Essays

Extracurricular Activities

Demonstrated Interest



“Best-Fit” Defined

A balanced list is comprised of the following types of options in consideration of a 

student’s academic profile:

● Safety= meets or exceeds academic profile, high confidence of admission

● Target= in range of academic profile, 50/50 confidence of admission

● Reach= out of range or below academic profile, low confidence of admission

Under-Matching Over-Matching

Student is applying to 

institutions far below 

their academic profile

Student is applying to 

institutions far above 

their academic profile



Admission Considerations

Automatic/

Assured 

Admission

Holistic Review

(Middle 50%)
Open Enrollment

● Top 7%

● Top 10%

● Top 25%

● Corresponding 

Test Scores

● “Review”

● Review of all 

elements of the 

submitted 

application

● Pay attention to 

publicized stats 

regarding the 

prior year’s 

incoming class

● No academic 

minimums for 

entry



Automatic/Assured Admission



Holistic Admission Review





Regular Admission Early Action

Restrictive (Single-

Choice)

Early Action

Early Decision

Apply by regular deadline

Apply to as many schools 

as desired

Receive decision either 

on rolling basis or on 

decision release dates 

set by institution

May also include 

applying by priority 

deadlines for merit & 

need-based scholarships

Range

Oct. 15- Mar. 1

Apply by designated 

“Early” date- some 

schools have several

Non-binding application

Apply to as many schools 

as desired

Receive decision earlier 

than regular decision

Nov. 1 common deadline 

(decision by January 15)

Apply by designated 

“Restrictive Early” date

Demonstration of school 

as “first choice”

May not submit “early” 

applications to any other 

school (Early Action or 

Early Decision)

Non-binding application

Apply by designated 

“Early Decision” date-

some schools have 

several

Application 

communicates school IS 

“first choice”

May not submit “early” 

applications elsewhere

BINDING

If accepted, must 

withdraw other 

applications and commit



Admission Considerations: Testing

SAT/ACT AP TSI

● Accepted at most all 

colleges/universities

● Some schools are “test 

flexible/test blind” in 

admission process

● Encourage taking writing 

sections

● Overtesting can have 

declining outcomes

● Some student may test 

better on one or the 

other

● SAT II Subject Exams

● Institution determines 

credits

● Careful with high course 

grades and low or no AP 

test scores (particularly 

true for private 

institutions)

● Texas public institution 

requirement (or 

demonstrated 

exemption)

● Meeting minimum scores 

ensures enrollment in 

credit bearing courses

● Test given Fall & Spring 

for FREE on campus



Admission Considerations: Testing

*Pay careful attention to institutional guidance regarding 

the latest exam to be taken for scores to be released in 

order to meet the application deadline for which you are 

applying*

SAT / SAT II ACT

● August

● October

● November

● December

● September

● October

● December

● February



15- Minute Break



Financial Aid Overview

Erika Scott



T-2-4-M Affordability

● What is affordability?

○ Best long-term financial decision taking into consideration type of 

institution, program of study, future career potential 

● Why affordability?

○ Ensure student and family financial commitments and burdens remain as 

low as possible

○ Ensure student ability to complete education and obtain a degree

○ Decrease unneeded student and parent educational debt

● Who is responsible for affordability?

○ Student

○ Family

○ Institution













Changes starting 2017–18



Oct. 1



https://fafsaffafsa.ed.gov



The New FSA ID



The New FSA ID



A Word About TASFA

● Texas Application for State Financial Aid

● Non U.S. Citizens, Permanent Residents, or Eligible Non-Citizens (some 

International Students with Visa statuses not eligible)

● Will have lived in Texas for 36-consecutive months prior to college 

enrollment; 1-year prior to college/university matriculation

● Eligible for State of Texas Financial Aid

● Application is on-line but must be submitted via mail to each institution





**SPECIAL 

CIRCUMSTANCES



IRS Data Retrieval Tool 
What exactly is the IRS DRT? 

Function for a student’s FAFSA to automatically link to the IRS & upload 
necessary federal tax info 

When does this tool become available? 
If filing taxes electronically, data available after ~ 2 weeks 
If filing taxes by mail, could take 6-8 weeks to become available 

Cannot use tool is parents file separately but both parent’s info being used 
for financial aid process

IRS Data Retrieval Tool







Once you hit submit, you may not be done







FEDERAL GRANT & AWARD 
PROGRAMS

http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn/types.jsp



4.45%

4.45%

June 2017









Scholarships





Other scholarship searching

Raise.me
myRedKite.com
Businesses
Organizational
Community
Religious organizations/churches



In summary

Everyone’s financial situation is different and no two 
students award packages will look the same
Financial aid is on a first-come first-serve basis, check 

each school’s priority deadline 
No income “cap” to complete the FAFSA
Negotiate financial aid award packages
Update schools on any changing info



Naviance Access & 

Basics for the T-2-4 Process

Carrie Campbell Bishop & James Herrington



Naviance

Helps high school students:

-Understand their unique strengths

-Connect their interests to careers

-Set goals

-Develop self-knowledge and personal motivation



Naviance and T-2-4 Process

T-2-4 Process

-Explore Careers

-Discover Strengths

-Connection Tool 

-Find Technical, 2 year, or 4 year 

colleges/universities

Naviance Video

https://www.naviance.com/solutions/high-schools


Accessing Naviance

3 Ways: SHS website, Naviance.com, Counseling Website: shs-spartans.com

For Students:

Login: SBISD User Name and Password: Student Chosen Password

Call IT Help Desk to Change “Active Directory Password”

For Parents:

Login: SBISD Logon used for Skyward and Password

Counselors can reset password for parents

To Register:  Request a code from your Alpha Counselor



Letters of Recommendation (LOR) 

Purpose:  To provide colleges with information about you as a person.

Provide the following to the Teacher:   (see forms in Student Information Packet)

-Completed LOR Form (includes timeline for return & list of institutions)

-Resume (if requested)

-Recommended Timeline to Return

-List of Colleges and Deadlines

-Delivery Materials (stamped envelope if needed)

***Teachers are not “required” to write LOR’s. Be sure to thank the teacher(s).



Requesting Additional Items

-Start Requesting LOR’s - August 1, 2017

-Note Deadlines In Student/Parent Packets For:

-Transcripts (Official) Available August 2017 

To Mr. Rutland using form(s) to request in paper and 

in Navaince.

-Class Rank Forms Due Oct 13, 2017

-Schedules will be available September 1, 2017

Naviance Opens August 1 , 2017

Skyward Roll Over August 1, 2017


